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 2010 Brings New Opportunities to Tenants and Landlords with Let's Rent!   

Let's Rent! is Central Bedfordshire Council's new Housing Needs Service that will enable eligible families or individuals to have choice of good quality, well managed private rental sector accommodation. This pioneering housing option is working in partnership with the local private rented sector, to improve access for eligible housing tenants, to promote better standards, and also aims to significantly improve the quality of life for vulnerable people across Central Bedfordshire.   
The scheme will be offered as an attractive alternative to home ownership or council housing.  Re-housed tenants will be offered advice and support so they can successfully sustain their tenancies and address issues in their lives such as schooling, work, family network and doctors. It is hoped that this close co-operation and a sense of shared purpose between all of the partners will significantly contribute to long and successful tenancies.   
 Landlords who offer their properties to ' Lets Rent'  will also receive a professional property management service by a regulated letting agent who will be required to register their company with either the Association of Residential Letting Agents (A.R.L.A), the National Approved Letting Scheme (NALS) or the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS). They will also receive a comprehensive range of incentives and support which have been designed to enable tenancies to be sustained in the long term, thereby maximising the landlord’s rental income and protecting their investment. Prior to letting, every property will be required to pass the agreed self- certified  standards set by the council’s Property Accreditation Scheme and made available for inspection at least once a year.  
Central Bedfordshire Councils approach in private rental sector engagement and partnership working is leading the implementation of the recommendations outlined in the highly regarded ‘Rugg Review ‘ of the Private Rented Sector. 
Cllr Rita Drinkwater, Housing Portfolio Holder said " The 'Let’s Rent'   initiative is a great win win for private landlords and eligible housing tenants by offering peace of mind with well managed accommodation bringing long term benefits to all.   We hope our commitment to this important new housing initiative will also encourage other responsible lettings agencies and landlords to work in partnership with Central Bedfordshire Council on increasing access and improving the standards in the local private rented sector.”    
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Attached is the promotional photo for Let's Rent! 
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